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David Michaels, Ph.D., MPH

Director

Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy
The George Washington University Medical Center
2100 M Street, N.-W.

Suite 203

Washington, DC 20037

Dear Dr. Michaels:

Thank you for your July 26, 2006 letter to Stephen L. Johnson, Administrator, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), concerning the Agency’s study of emissions from
microwave popcorn. Your letter has been referred to the EPA’s Office of Research and
Development for response.

In 2003, EPA’s Air Pollution Prevention and Control Division initiated a screening study
of emissions from cooking microwave popcorn. This EPA study was not designed to determine
human exposure or health risks associated with microwave popcorn. The primary goal of this
small EPA chamber-based screening study was to identify and quantify chemical emissions
generated in the process of popping and opening a bag of microwave popcorn. The emissions
data were collected between the fall of 2003 and the fall of 2005. Under confidentiality
agreements with industry, microwave popcorn bags were provided to the EPA to help identify
the source of emitted chemicals.

A paper summarizing the findings has been prepared and has completed internal and
external review. Before the paper is submitted to a scientific journal for publication, it will be
sent to industry solely to ensure that no confidential business information (CBI) is released. We
anticipate submission to a scientific journal this fall and publication by mid-2007.

Your letter requested that EPA undertake additional studies necessary to determine the

health risks of exposure to artificial butter flavor vapors. Due to other more pressing research
priorities, no other studies of microwave popcorn are planned at this time.
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Your letter requested copies of various documents relative to the EPA’s microwave
popcorn study. We have provided a copy of your letter to the EPA’s National Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) Office for handling in accordance with the FOIA regulations. You will
recelve a separate response regarding the requested records.

Sincerely yours,

Satley O %\" e
Sally C. Gutierrez
Director




