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October 25, 1964

Dr. Irving J. Sellkoef?
750 Droadway
Paterson, New Jersey

Dear Doctor Selikorf:

Our client, the Asbestos Textlle Institute, has
requested us to communicate to you the grave conezrn which
all member companies share over the poaslbly mlsleading
implications of recent artlcles carried in many local and
national newspapers on your rzport and news conference
concerning mesothelloma.

The linking together of aabestos and mesothe-
lioma In a cauge and efrfect relacionship ja clearly mada
in the article which appeared Iin The New York Tlmes ofl
Cetober 7, 1984. But in additien 7o dJE€SCrIoing Your
corments on ponsible occupatlonal hazards, that article
also aseribes to you and to Dr. Hammond statements and
inferences that go beyond the conflnes of the studies
whicn you actually conducted:

"The worrisome feature, Dr. Hammond
and Dr. Sclikoff said, Is the evidence
that aasbestos, once taken into the body,
seays there., Thus even a single heavy
exposure could concelvably produce 2 can-
cer after a lavent period of 20 years of
nore, they sald.
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Dr. Irving J. Selikolf -2- Octover 26, 1984

"Thls 1dca, for whieh they said there
1o some experlimental as well as epldemio-
logical evidence could expand the risk froo
slmply those occupatlonally cxposed Lo
VLrtually anyone who mignt only occaslonally
encounter aspestos dust.”

Agaln, that article stated:

"The speclaliszts who gave the repov
expressz2d worry that the danger might nou
b2 cntirely restricted to a limlted occu- A
paticn group, but that It might be more LN

portance. Tnere 13 no dlrect covidence to
cubatantlute this, they said, but come of
the nvaildolb filndings hint that this may
b the case

t 13 common knowledge that develooments in the
£10l14d ol' cancer and poaszivie causakive factors or possible
pneventative and curattve m2asures are subjecta of very
greau hnd vital publlce concarn.v IL mus; bp recovulzed,

however, that or ; s BT ~va el'forss
in, pﬁﬁﬁ@&@iﬁa Tl 5fﬁswﬁﬁs“6“wrinat°d rﬁgegg&g fgs fleld
to he puvliccan avold-miotnperyr BTELIEN, overs. mo--"; tion,
an S P TN partacuaarlystruﬁh&nw&&sﬁﬁsain

ﬁémoers'o; the press suceh llmited gnd tentatlive con-

‘,:gﬁlcgﬁM@&&533¢§b¥W¥&&F.33“@&88.

FPERY WW*&* Mrr'bba‘&%mr;w on
ﬂ“h&&wﬂw&%ﬁ&ﬁw IIO” ao t[" nn l.iid intell;;.'ent
actlon by anyone, whszther at the 1nqxviuuax Vr Group ieval
ox» 1n private or publilc agencles. %ﬁﬁmh&&&En‘aﬁgwﬁggxare
0¢ workers,%@fhbo&@ﬁ&égeGS“ g retabed  Industries.,.. 0ol ess
: Toyein part: ofveourse. pesed. HRORHASS
A aﬁ&ﬂapaaefeét atlllzativn of-sflenslfic -knowlaelgasd
Innucenv but unwise Creatment of res=aren data in Nublic
discu3sions or 1eaV¢ng 1T to laymen ¢o appreciate the care-
fully phrased limlitatlona and quallxlcauions, can cause
reactions that are not Justifled by the state of =zclentirli
knewledge.

general and possibly of conslderable im- A,




AUG-26-2003 23:a1F FROM:

TQ: 121 -
@299421 92 Pie 14
“TU* Delivered by Maited at How Mailed Muiled by FILE No.
~ ™ Wall 8t St [_] | Oeddinary ] R
Time )

W Rlc:cim No. B3t Box D Registered D Yostagze

S Daee Trime M| Ale Mail (J Taclovase

T Dinte Spee. el D l\'tm f_} |

e Irving J. Selikolf -3- GCetober €6, 1984

The offorts by meabers of tnls assoclation in
thaip own sclentiflc work and medleal prograns and in
! wltn studles by sucsh groups &3 zhe Public
- fad

¢
P
cooparatlion
Tt Secvicz omply dzmonstrate tha wlillingness oi’ tnia
par: of the aspestoa industry to act resocnsldly and in-
tolligently ln matizrs involving tha health and safety
of 1t5 employzes and the general putlic as wall. ‘“These
companles welccns all responslible eliorts along these lines.
The Asbestos Taxtlle Institute urges na restraint
upcn independent medical inquiry or reseasch - lndeed Lt
saprmastly desires expanslon of exlsting knowledzse in thls
& fiald. MNor doszs tnis assoclation szed in any way to dis-
, couraze the right to dlocuss the rosults uf such eflorts.
¢ But 1% doas urg2 castlion ln tha dliscuasion of these
ackivities to avola providing Lhe basls Jor pousibly
Jdamaging and misleadling news sbories. Tue right to study
 and to diseusu thase subjects 1s clear, ol course. But
' the gravity of the subject matiter and the conszquenced
¢ implicltedly {nvolved imposa upon any wWio gxerolue those

{ rirnts a very high dagree of responalbility for their

actlons.
‘ Sincerely,
CADYALADNR, WICKERSHAM &
TAPT
GDR/nare
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