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A Toxic Proposal

The Labor Department politicizes
the regulation of workplace health. -

P YOR 7% YEARS, the Labor Department
' hasneglected the workers it’s supposed to

protect. Now it is rushing to make its pro-
__i:;dmhyatandoﬁdalpolicy.’lhe?ost’sCarol
ment has fast-tracked a proposal that would
make it more difficult to regulate workplace
A last-minute policy push is nothing new to

“"The Office of Management and Budget re-
leased a report in 2006 stating that risk assess-

assesstﬁmttobeapreventivewm;bythe
time the dangers of toxins are apparent, it's of-

ten too late to protect workers. At the request of
the OMB, a National Academy of Sciences com-
mittee reviewed the proposal. The scientists
report an “F” and described it as “fun-

flawed.” The OMB shelved the re-

took office — and that was under court order.
OSHA'’s problems did not begin with the
in 1980 that OSHA could regulate a toxin only if
i “significant risk” to workers’ health, a
difficult standard to satisfy. The judiciary and
Congress have continued to pare OSHA’s au-
thority. And while the nation’s working popula-
tion doubled from 1975 to 2006, OSHA’s work-
force dropped by 240 employees, to 2,165.
Some believe Congress should grant OSHA

ins. But it is clear that the wrong way to fix an
agency overburdened istoadd an-
other layer of regulation. The Labor Depart-
ment should withdraw its proposal.
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