dugust 16, 1974

Dr. B.8. Van Qrdstrard

Tha Clsveland CQindc Foundatizn
2020 Fast 93x3 SiTeet
Clavelazd, Ohio 44106

TeSede

Dear Br. CoZenresde

Since my visit with you at the Claveland Clinic iz 1566 comcarming

ths subject of baryllinm hazaxd in Japan, I have been cozidizuing

researchas ard studiss in the sams £isld, Iz the past 20 years I

have examizned a large mimber of acuta 3e hazards includisg 27 cases C e em——.e
of scuta pmeumanitis and have accummlated & gTeat deal of medical

data inelndi=g a follow-up of hsalily wosisrs aftar lsaving their . ——
JOhS. ) . K . . . .o .- ..

© Cnly sscantly, among this group tio casss of chemics puinonary AT
beryllissis ware fournd and it is ummsual that these two czses had = et
& very slight dagree of Be exposurs in ths past. As I ha¥e examine :

od in datail ths aarial Be ccucentraticn of ths Be wurk site in .

each case.ln tHa last 20 yesrs, 1‘5130:;1.1&‘:13;&:!.‘.::&&'5 .
thase two cases wers exposed to Bs far belew 2 jg/&d. .

Cthar than the abovs, my reseasch has uncoversd thrse eases of
chrenic pulmenary beryllicsis who ars certain Japansse ceramic ©
factesy amplcoyees, every ans of which bas likmwise beez exposed to
Ba exposurs of lsss thas 2 ug/n’. HNatmrally, othsr than thase

. particalas cases, thars ars a mzber of peopls who have woried
dirsctly urder the Be exposuTe envirczment of mors than 2 ug/n’
for 10 to 20 years, but strangely encugh thiz ckoonic primonary
beryllicsis has oot been found in this greoup. o

This is an Bxivemaly saricous matiar io considering wvhat i=ad of
messuzes ghonld be taksn to prevent thls disesse foem arising
all the poospective workars vho will deal with Be. CusTently ths
Japansse Goverzzsnt 1s also examining this intarzatdomally recoganlz- |

ed ccnospt of maximnm allowvabls concentration of Be. .

With this background, in order to see fi-sthand ths cucsent situations
of Be factory envirvmment control and medical comizel of employees in
U.3.4. a3 closely as possibls and to excshangs visws wvith pecpls invelv-
od, I am iznlamenting plans to visit over thers for about two veeks
starting om about September 22=d, I would liks to best utilizs this
opportunity tc ses you, present you with much data cn Japanese cases,
and receive your valuabls corments on such mattars as relation of ths
oeccussencs of chronic pulmomsry beryllissis with Be axposurs con-
diticns, Ba dose-rmsponse, treatmant of ths present cass, how to
procsed Zth future prsvention axd econtrel, concept of zarizmm allow-
abls concsntration of Bs, ete, | :
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