
July 17, 2007 
 
 
The Honorable David Obey 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The signers of this letter, scientists and experts in the field of occupational safety and 
health are writing to express our strong opposition to the Wicker amendment that would 
prohibit OSHA from enforcing the annual fit testing requirement of its respirator standard 
as it applies to exposure to tuberculosis (TB). This amendment would place health care 
workers and first responders at increased risk of developing TB. 
 
Respirators can only offer adequate protection to the wearer if they fit well on the 
wearer’s face. To determine if a respirator fits properly and does not leak, it is essential 
that an initial fit test be performed. The scientific evidence establishing the need and 
requirement for fit testing is substantial. The evidence clearly shows that fit testing is 
essential in order to identify respirators that fit well on the worker’s face and that 
passing a fit test increases the likelihood of receiving the expected level of protection 
that is assigned to the respirator. Research has also shown that in the absence of fit 
testing, many respirators fail to provide adequate protection.  
 
In order to maintain continuing adequate protection of the respirator, it is essential that 
follow-up fit testing be conducted. The scientific evidence also supports the OSHA 
regulatory requirement to conduct fit testing on an annual basis. Performing annual fit 
tests will assure that workers maintain the level of protection the respirator is designed 
to provide. 
 
Our government’s scientific expert agency on respiratory protection, the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), strongly supports the necessity of 
conducting initial and annual fit testing for workers who must wear respirators on the 
job. That would include health care workers and first responders exposed to TB. We 
believe that Congress should rely and act on the expertise and advice by NIOSH and 
support annual fit testing for workers exposed to TB and oppose the Wicker 
amendment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
(Titles and affiliations for identification purposes only) 
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Zack Adams, PE, CSP, CIH 
Occupational Safety and Health Programs Manager 
Co-Director, Environmental Health and Safety Services 
Virginia Tech  
 
John Bailar, MD, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Chicago, and 
Scholar in Residence, National Academies 
 
Eula Bingham, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Environmental Health 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, and 
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health, 1977-1981 
 
Leslie I. Boden, PhD. 
Professor of Public Health 
Department of Environmental Health 
Boston University School of Public Health 
 
Dee Burton, PhD 
Director, Human Rights, Public Policy and Health 
Center for Community & Urban Health 
Adjunct Associate Professor, Urban Public Health 
Hunter College, City University of New York 
 

David C. Christiani, MD MPH MS 
Professor, Harvard School of Public Health,  
Professor, Harvard Medical School, and 
Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital 
 
Richard W. Clapp, DSc MPH 
Professor 
Boston University School of Public Health. 
 
James Cone, MD MPH 
Chair 
Occupational Health and Safety Section 
American Public Health Association 
 
John M. Dement, PhD CIH 
Professor 
Division of Occupational & Environmental Medicine 
Department of Community & Family Medicine 
Duke University Medical Center 
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Christina Dumal, DVM 
Retired Veterinarian 
Food Safety Inspection Service, USDA 
 
David Egilman, MD MPH 
Clinical Associate Professor  
Department of Community Health 
Brown University 
 
Adam M. Finkel, ScD CIH  
Professor of Environmental and Occupational Health 
UMDNJ School of Public Health, and 
Lecturer on Public and International Affairs 
Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University 
 
Arthur l. Frank MD, PhD    
Professor of Public Health, and  
Chair, Environmental and Occupational Health 
Drexel University School of Public Health  
 
John R. Froines, PhD 
Center for Occupational and Environmental Health 
University of California Los Angeles 
 
Lynn R. Goldman, MD, MPH 
Professor 
Johns Hopkins University 
 
David F. Goldsmith, MSPH PhD 
Associate Research Professor  
School of Public Health & Health Services 
The George Washington University 
 
Robert Harrison, MD MPH 
Clinical Professor of Medicine 
Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine 
University of California San Francisco 
 
Robin Herbert, MD 
Associate Professor 
Department of Community and Preventive Medicine 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
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William C. Hinds, ScD CIH 
Professor 
Department of Environmental Health Sciences 
School of Public Health 
University of California Los Angeles 
 
Peter Infante, DrPH DDS 
Professorial Lecturer 
School of Public Health & Health Services 
The George Washington University, and  
Director, Office of Standards Review, OSHA, 1982-2002 
 
Matthew C. Keifer MD MPH 
Associate Professor Medicine and Public Health 
Department of Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences 
University of Washington 
 
Regina Kenen, PhD MPH MEd 
Professor Emerita 
The College of New Jersey 
 
Philip J. Landrigan, MD MSc 
Professor and Chairman 
Department of Community and Preventive Medicine, and 
Professor of Pediatrics and Director 
Center for Children's Health and the Environment 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
 
Charles Levenstein, PhD MSOH 
Professor Emeritus of Work Environment 
University of Massachusetts Lowell, and  
Editor of New Solutions Journal of  
Occupational and Environmental Health Policy 
 
Stephen M. Levin, MD 
Medical Director 
Mount Sinai – Irving J Selikoff Center for 
Occupational and Environmental Medicine 
 
Vernon Mogensen, PhD 
Associate Professor of Political Science 
Department of History and Political Science 
The City University of New York 
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Steven Markowitz, MD 
Professor and Director 
Center for the Biology of Natural Systems 
Queens College, The City University of New York 
 
Rob McConnell, MD 
Professor of Preventive Medicine 
University of Southern California 
 
James Melius MD DrPH  
Administrator 
New York State Laborers' Health and Safety Trust Fund 
 
David Michaels, PhD MPH 
Director, The Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy  
Research Professor and Acting Chairman 
Department of Environmental and Occupational Health 
The George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services 
 
Franklin E. Mirer, PhD CIH 
Professor 
Environmental & Occupational Health Program 
Hunter School of Health Sciences 
 
Celeste Monforton, MPH 
Lecturer and Senior Research Associate 
School of Public Health & Health Services 
The George Washington University 
 
Paul Morse, MA 
Project Director, The New England Consortium 
School of Health and Environment 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
 
Tim Morse, PhD CPE 
Associate Professor 
Occupational and Environmental Health Center 
University of Connecticut Health Center 
 
Rafael Moure-Eraso, PhD CIH 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Work Environment 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
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Karen B. Mulloy, DO MSCH 
Director 
Denver Health Occupational Health and Safety, and 
Associate Professor 
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 
 
Roni Neff, PhD SM 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
 
L. Christine Oliver, MD MPH MS 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School, and  
Associate Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital 
 
David Ozonoff, MD MPH 
Professor of Environmental Health 
Chair Emeritus, Department of Environmental Health 
Boston University School of Public Health 
 
Lewis Pepper, MD, MPH 
Boston University School of Public Health 
 
Laura Punnett, ScD  
Professor 
Department of Work Environment 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
 
Thomas Robins, MD MPH 
Professor 
Environmental Health Sciences 
School of Public Health 
University of Michigan 
 
Bonnie Rogers, DrPH, RN 
President 
Association of Occupational and Environmental Clinics 
 
Beth Rosenberg, ScD MPH 
Assistant Professor 
Tufts University School of Medicine 
 
Kenneth D. Rosenman, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
Chief, Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine 
Michigan State University 
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Linda Rosenstock, MD MPH 
Dean 
School of Public Health 
University of California Los Angeles, and 
Director, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, 1994-2000 
 
Brian S. Schwartz, MD MS 
Professor of Environmental Health Sciences, Epidemiology, and Medicine 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
 
Michael Silverstein, MD MPH 
Clinical Professor 
University of Washington School of Public Health 
 
Craig Slatin, ScD MPH 
Associate Professor, Department of Community Health and Sustainability 
Co-Director, Center for Public Health Research and Health Promotion 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
 
Rosemary K. Sokas, MD MOH 
Director  
Division of Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences 
University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health 
 
Eve Spangler, PhD 
Professor 
Boston College  
 
Arlene Spark, EdD RD FADA FACN 
Associate  Professor and Coordinator of Nutrition 
Hunter College, City University of New York 
 
Leslie Stayner, PhD 
Professor and Director 
Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health 
 
Andrea Kidd Taylor, DrPH MSPH 
Assistant Professor 
School of Public Health and Policy 
Morgan State University 
 
Virginia M Weaver MD MPH 
Associate Professor and Director 
Occupational & Environmental Medicine Residency Program  
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health 
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David H. Wegman, MD MSc 
Dean 
School of Health and Environment 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 
 
Laura S Welch, MD 
Professorial Lecturer 
School of Public Health & Health Services 
The George Washington University 


