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July 26, 2006

The Honorable Stephen L. Johnson
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Johnson:

There is compelling scientific evidence linking the chemicals used in butter flavor to
bronchiolitis obliterans, a debilitating and sometimes fatal lung disease. Numerous cases of
bronchiolitis obliterans have been reported among workers employed in microwave popcorn
factories or factories where flavors are produced, and at least one has died. Several of these
workers are on lung transplant lists.2>+3

In addition, studies in which laboratory animals have been exposed to either pure diacetyl or to
heated artificial butter flavor vapors confirm these chemicals are capable of causing severe lung
disease. "

Two unions, the United Food and Commercial Workers International Union and the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, have petitioned the Occupational Safety and Health Administration to
issue an Emergency Temporary Standard to protect workers exposed to the chemical diacetyl,
and to initiate formal rulemaking for a permanent standard to protect workers exposed to diacetyl
and other harmful flavoring-related chemicals.

I know of no published research on the exposure of consumers to the heated vapors of diacetyl
and the other chemicals released when microwave popcorn is popped. Three years ago, the
Environmental Protection Agency announced that a study on the chemicals released in the
popping and opening packages of microwave popcorn was underway and was expected to be
completed in December 2003."® The EPA has never disclosed the results of that study.

Earlier this month, in response to an inquiry about the status of the study, I received the
following reply from the Chief of the EPA’s Indoor Environment Management Branch:
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“The principle investigator on this project was transferred to homeland security duties,
there the final report has been delayed. It is anticipated that the report will be sent as a
manuscript for publication in a peer reviewed journal in October, once internal and
industry reviews are completed. When it is published will be up to the journal.”

The public has the right to know if breathing vapors from artificial butter flavor is safe. Further,
no industry group has a special right to review the study’s results before publication. Under the
Freedom of Information Act, the public has the right to see these data at the same time as any
other interested party outside the EPA. In addition, under section 14(b) of the Toxic Substances
Control Act, health and safety information cannot be classified as trade secret and sequestered
from the public.'!

On behalf of the Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy Planning Committee, I
hereby request that the EPA:

Expedite its internal review of the study so that the findings can be released to the public
as soon as possible.

Provide me with a copy of the methods and results of the study as soon as possible.
Provide me with any information about the study that you have already shared with
industry or any other outside party, and provide me with any information you share in the

future with industry or any other outside party at the same time that they receive it.

Undertake any additional studies necessary to determine the health risks of exposure to
artificial butter flavor vapors.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact me at 202-994-2461 or by
email at eohdmm@gwumc.edu. Thank you for your prompt response.

Sincerely,

T

David Michaels, PhD, MPH
Director
Project on Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy
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