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Mr. Mau Gaines :

Occupational Safety and Health Adminisiration
6200 Connecticut Ave., Suite 100

Kansas City, MO 64120

Decar Mr. Gaines:

The Missount Department of Health (MDOH) has been asked to investigatc an alleged cluster of .
bronchiolitis obliterans among current and former employees of the Jasper Popcorn Company, which is
located at 311 W. Mercer St., Jasper, Missouri. An occupational physician in Kansas City says he has
confirmed or presumptive diagnoses of bronchiolitis on ten cmployees of the facility and has forwarded
thosc names 0 us. Three arc supposedly awaiting lung transplants. In addition. twenty to thirty current or
former employees are alleged 10 have dyspnea or other symptoms suggestive of subclinical bronchiolitis
obliterans. MDOH has mailed medical release forms to the ten confirmed / presumptive cases 5o that we
can venfy the diagnoses. [t will take time, however, to get those signed relcase forms back from the
patients, and then get the medical records from the physicians, hospitals, etc. If we verify the diagnoses
and determune that a cluster of illness exists, we wil] conduct additional epidemiclogic work at the facility.
and will probably request the assistance of NIOSH.

We would appreciate it if your office could inspect the facility for compliance with your
regulatons. As a regulatory agency, we believe that you can more promptly address this situation, and if
there is an obvious hazard to workers, address it quickly. Because we have no specific statutory authority
in this area, we would have 10 determine that there was a clear health hazard before we could inspect the
facility. -

Because this is a food processing facilily, one of our inspectors visited the facility on March 30,
2000, however, our inspection was geared toward protecting the public health, not toward protecting the

cmployees. Our inspector did not see any obvious problems, but again, his inspection focussed on public
health concemns, such as proper sanitation, etc.

Because of the serious, debilitating effects of bronchiolitis, we would appreciate your prompt
attention 1o this request. Thank you for your assistance. If You have any questions. or need additional
information, please contact Randall Maley at (800) 292-7245. -

Sincerely,
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