U.s. Department of Labor Assistan: Secreiary ior Pclcy
Washington. D.C 2021(

SEP 24 2001

The Honorable Charlie Norwood
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Norwood:

Thank you very much for your letter concerning the process by which the American
Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) sets exposure standards
for toxic chemicals and harmful physical agents. I sincerely apologize for the delay in
responding, but I understand that you have met personally with Assistant Secretary
John Henshaw about this and other matters.

Issues similar to those raised in your letter are still the subject of litigation in the Federal
District Court for the Middle District of Georgia, which precludes me from elaborating
on this subject, but I want to assure you that we at the Department of Labor understand
and appreciate your concern about potential conflicts that may arise out of OSHA and
MSHA employees’ membership in ACGIH. We agree that private organizations should
not have an official role in setting standards and policies, even though these
organizations may offer valuable insights and information to safety and health
professionals generally.

I appreciate your interest in this matter and look forward to working with you on issues

affecting the Department. We will certainly give careful thought to the issues you have
- raised.

Since71y,

i tophéT. Spear . /ﬁf\k\



